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Shirazi’s Ishrat-nama in the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris, Suppl. Persan 1142 (nr. 1642
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Beelaert
A Little-Known Dah-nama: ‘Aishi’s ‘Ishrat-nama

For Jan Schmidt*

1 Introduction

I offer here the first edition from the single manuscript* that seems
to have survived of ‘Aishi’s ‘Ishrat-nama (Book of enjoyment [or
pleasure]),” a poem of more than five hundred verses belonging to
the mathnawi genre dah-nama, lit. ten letters,® which exists in both
Persian and Turkish from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. In
this genre the evolution of the relationship of two lovers up to their
union is described through the exchange of ten letters or, as also the
case here, ten verbal messages.* In Persian literary histories and in
most studies that describe the dah-nama genre, no mention at all is
made of the ‘Ishrat-nama, and a couple of times it is only briefly list-
ed.® Gandjei, in an article from 1971, is the only one who gave a some-

* A first version of this article was delivered as a lecture on November 18, 2016, at a
Leiden University symposium in honour of Jan Schmidt, on the occasion of his leave-
taking. The bibliography has been brought up to date as of December 2017. I would like
to express my thanks to Peri Bearman (Harvard) who found and copied for me in Har-
vard’s Widener Library secondary literature that would otherwise have been unavail-
able to me, and to four scholars who read a draft and made many useful comments:
Paola Orsatti (Rome), Geert Jan van Gelder (Oxford), Eckhard Neubauer (Frankfurt),
whose valuable suggestions concerned musicology, and Daniela Meneghini (Venice).

1 Paris, Bibliotheque nationale, Suppl. Persan 1142, Blochet, Catalogue, 3 [1928]: 247,
nr. 1642. The poem is not mentioned in the extensive catalogi catalogorum by Munzawi,
Fihrist-i nuskhaha, vol. 4; Dirayati, Fihristwara (Dina); Dirayati, Fihristagan-i nuskhaha
(Fankha).

2 A pun is intended with this title - given with ‘Aishi’s name in v. 91 - for if vocal-
ized ‘asharat-nama (although not possible here for metrical reasons), it is a synonym
of dah-nama.

3 Schimmel translates it more generally as a “ten[part] book” (A Two-Colored Brocade,
259), which is an apt translation for texts thus entitled that do not consist of love letters.

4 A number of studies on this genre exist; in chronological order: Syed Hasan, “Dah-
namehs in Persian” (1963); Gandjei, “The Genesis and Definition of a Literary Compo-
sition” (1971); ‘Aiwazi, “Dah-nama-gi’1 dar adab-i parsi” (1354/1976); Burhan Azad,
“Mahabbat-namaha ya dah-namaha” (2535/1976); ‘Abbasiya Kuhan, “Dah-nama-sara’i
daradab-iparsi” (1372/1993); Khan Muhammadi, “Dah-nama-sara’l” (1378/1999); Baqiri,
“Dah-nama-niwis1” (1380/2001); Fursati Jiibari, “Dah-nama-sara’l” (1387/2008); Aryan-
sirisht, “Radpayl az maktab-i ‘wa-stkht’ dar dah-namaha-yi sabk-i ‘Iraqi” (1389/2010);
Khurasani, “Matala‘a-yi sakhtari-tatbiqi-yi dah-namaha”, 1389/2010; Khurasani and
Dawudi Mugaddam, “Tahlil-i dah-namaha”, 1390/2011. None of the Persian studies men-
tions either Syed Hasan or Gandjei while Khurasani and Dawudi Mugaddam (11) re-
gard ‘Aiwazl’s as the first study. The latter refer to Fursati Juibari’s doctoral thesis at
the Islamic Azad University in Tehran (1387/2008), which was not available to me; the
author summarises its findings in his above-referenced article.

5 Itisbriefly mentioned in the literary histories of Safa (TA, 4: 461) and Nafisi (Tarikh-i
nazm u nathr, 1: 339). It is not mentioned by Syed Hasan, ‘Aiwazi, Burhan Azad, Khan
Muhammadi, Baqiri, Fursati Jiibari, and Aryan-sirisht. ‘Abbasiya Kuhan (“Dah-nama-
sara’l”, 76a) lists it but because he repeats information that could have come from Safa
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what more detailed description, and even he devotes only ten lines to
it.° The poem aroused my interest by the originality of the messen-
gers who convey the messages, namely, ten different musical instru-
ments. In the second part of this article I shall show that the choice
of these instruments, and the way they are described, are not acci-
dental but subtly convey the evolution of the protagonists’ feelings.

2 Dedicatee and Date of the Poem

The manuscript of 27 folios” is written in elegant nasta‘liq,® on leaves
speckled with gold and framed in gold and blue.’ Framed captions in-
troduce the different sections. Although the manuscript is complete,
it lacks a colophon and date. Blochet dates it to the beginning of the
fifteenth century, from Isfahan or Shiraz; this provenance is possi-
ble, but it most likely dates from the last quarter of that century, soon
after the composition of the poem itself - which, I shall argue, is lat-
er than Blochet’s estimate. The manuscript is certainly not an auto-
graph for it contains too many mistakes,*® the metre is off at times,
and nineteen verses are missing - there are 521 verses instead of the
540 mentioned in the penultimate verse.**

and continues with details on ‘Assar, not on ‘Aishi, he gives the impression that he has
not seen it. ‘Abbasiya Kuhan promises a longer study “in the near future” (78c) but I
have not located it and he died in 2010. Though aware of it, Khurasani and Dawudi
Mugaddam were unable to find it (“Tahlil-i dah-namaha”, 23), while Antisha’s Farhang-
nama mentions the Tshrat-nama in the entry dah-nama without any further details (the
most recent publication in the bibliography is the article by ‘Abbasiya Kuhan). Cf. Bee-
laert, Cure for the Grieving, 47-8, 51, 193, where it is mentioned in the context of the
literary motif of the messenger.

6 Gandjei, “Genesis”, 26 (it contains a number of errors, like Blochet he identifies
“Khalil Sultan” as the Timurid ruler - about this identification see below - erroneously
adding that he ruled in Shiraz, and with 1405 mistakenly given for 812 AH).

7 There are also two flyleaves at the beginning. On the first, another hand has writ-
ten: Dah-nama-yi ‘Aishi, musamma ba ‘Ishrat-nama. Dar in nazdikha az bara-yi pidar-i
Aqa-Khan Mahallati Shah Khalil-Allah niwishta shuda ast. Kitab-i nafis, taqriban nawad
sal ast niwishta shuda ast (“‘Aishi’s dah-nama, called ‘Ishrat-nama. It was written in the
neighbourhood for the father of Aqa Khan Mahallatl Shah Khalil-Allah. It is a valuable
book written around ninety years ago”). As we shall see, the information concerning
the poem’s dedicatee is incorrect.

8 The gafis always written as kaf, and, with only a few exceptions, pi is written as bi
and chi as jim. There are nearly always three dots under the sin. The alef at the begin-
ning of words often lacks the madda. In my edition the spelling follows modern usage.

9 As described by Blochet; the manuscript is not among those that the BN has digi-
tized in full colour.

10 Mentioned in the apparatus of the edition, some of them are pointed out in the sec-
ond part of this article.

11 The impression that some verses are missing is strengthened inter alia by a tran-
sition that is too abrupt, or by the addressee changing without notice.
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We learn from ‘Aishi (vv. 70-77) that he wrote the poem in Shiraz
at the request, during a mgjlis, of one ‘Inayat, described as one of the
amirs of a Sultan Khalil (vv. 42-44),*> upon whose arrival the city “be-
came an Egypt by its loveliness” (v. 36). Blochet identified this Khalil
as Khalil b. Miran-Shah, Timur’s grandson, who, after having gov-
erned for a short time in Samarqgand, came in the course of the year
812/1409 to rule as governor in Rayy and died there in 814/1411, and
this identification has been followed ever since.** However, this iden-
tification is debatable - no nasab for Khalil is given in the poem and,
although Khalil b. Miran-Shah did indeed rule in the West, he had no
special connection with Shiraz, as the governor in Fars at that time
was another Timurid, Baiqara b. ‘Umar Shaikh.** I will venture here
a more likely identification.

There might be no connection between Shiraz and Khalil b. Miran-
Shah, but there is quite a close connection between that city and an-
other Khalil, the Aq-Quyunlu Khalil b. Uzun Hasan, who as gover-
nor of Fars on behalf of his father lived in Shiraz for eight years until
he became sultan in 882/1478.*° His eventual rule as a sultan in Ta-
briz lasted only six months as he was killed in battle in Rabi‘ IT 883/
July 1478.%¢

By chance, an interesting contemporary document concerning
Sultan Khalil’s office in Shiraz has come down to us, that is, Jalal al-
Din Dawani’s Arz-nama, a detailed eyewitness account of a three-
day long military parade held by Sultan Khalil at Band-i Mir near
Persepolis in 881/1476.*” Among the officials figuring in this docu-
ment are also “two great amirs” (amirain-i kabirain), the brothers
Hidayat-Allah Beg and ‘Inayat-Allah Beg, who are praised for their

12 Therefore, not at the request of Sultan Khalil himself, as stated by Safa (TA, 4:
461); Nafisi (Tarikh-i nazm u nathr, 1: 339); ‘Abbasiya Kuhan (“Dah-nama-sara’i”, 76).
Only Gandjei (“Genesis”, 62) writes that it was at the request of ‘Inayat.

13 For instance, Safa, TA (no mention of Blochet, but no reference to any other sec-
ondary literature either); Gandjei, “Genesis”; ‘Abbasiya Kuhan, “Dah-nama-sara’i”; Bee-
laert 2000, 48, 193 fn. 45.

14 Bosworth, The New Islamic Dynasties, 271.

15 Minorsky, “A Civil and Military Review in Fars in 881/1476”, 143. For a diagram
showing the governorships under Uzun Hasan, see Woods, The Aqquyunlu, 101 fig. 10.
In the ‘Arz-nama (see below), which relates an event during Sultan Khalil’s governor-
ship, he is called “sultan” several times (and not only as part of his name), so Khalil’s
also being called thus in the ‘Ishrat-nama (vv. 32b, 39a, 40a) should not pose a problem;
indeed, he is also called shah (vv. 32a, 34, 36, 38) and shahinshah (v. 41).

16 Sultan Khalilis known as having been someone with a “lively interest in fine books”,
and a number of beautiful manuscripts commissioned by him are extant (Robinson, “The
Turkman School to 1503”, in The Arts of the Book, 241 and passim).

17 Twas unable to obtain the edition by Iraj Afshar (Tehran, 1335/1956), but Minor-
sky’s excellent “Civil and Military Review” gives an abridged and annotated transla-
tion of it.
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talents (ist‘idad) and literary gifts (sukhan-dani).*® Since the ‘Inayat
who commissioned the ‘Ishrat-nama is also presented as sukhan-dan
(v. 47) and a maecenas of poets (vv. 52-59), it is tempting to identi-
fy him with the latter amir, especially since the specific stipulations
that he adds to his commission of this poem - to which I shall return
in the second part of this article - corroborate this.

3 The Poet ‘Aishi Shirazi

In the poem ‘Aishi gives no particulars about himself; the scant, and
possible reliable, information available comes from a single contem-
porary source only, a Persian ‘translation’ - actually adaptation - of
the biographical collection (tazkira) Majalis al-nafa’is, which Mir
‘Al1 Shir Nawa'l had finished in Herat in 897/1491-92.*° This adapta-
tion was written by one Hakim Shah Muhammad Qazwini between
927/1521 and 929/1522-23, and posthumously dedicated to the Otto-
man sultan Selim.?° Qazwini lists ‘Aishi Shirazi in an added section of
contemporary poets who lived during Selim’s reign and, as he adds,
were “alive in 928”.2* The poet is said to have been called “Kal ‘Aishi”,

18 Minorsky, “Civil and Military Review”, 157. Hidayat-Allah Beg, in particular, was
close to Sultan Khalil - from the ‘Arz-nama (Minorsky, “Civil and Military Review”, 170-
71) we learn that he was one if his inaqgs (Tur. close companion; Ar. nadim). A copy of
a Turkish Diwan of one Hidayat, written for the library of Sultan Khalil, has been pre-
served in the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin. Minorsky (The Chester Beatty Library
1-3, no. 401) suggests that this Hidayat may be identical to the Hidayat-Allah Beg of
the ‘Arz-nama. Since then, in 2008, this Diwan has been edited by i. Sona, Emir Efsa-
huddin Hidayetullah Bey and His Divan (I thank Jan Schmidt for bringing this edition
to my attention).

19 Some manuscripts include information until 904/1498-99, see Subtelny, “Mir ‘Al
Shir Nawa’1”, EI*: 7, 91b.

20 Hekmat made an edition of this and another 16th-century translation under the ti-
tle Galaxy of Poets. Sultan Selim ‘the Grim’ had died in 926/1520, and Qazwini presents
him as deceased by the blessings he adds after his name (182). Nevertheless, he offers
he offers his translation to him, and not to his successor, Siilleyman the Magnificent. On
this translation, Storey, Persian Literature, 1.2: 791-9. This adaptation of the Majalis al-
nafa’is is by far the oldest and only contemporary source on ‘Aishi Shirazi. Of a centu-
ry later (1016/1608) is Khulasat al-ash‘ar by Mir Taqi al-Din Kashani. In his section on
poets from Shiraz he devotes a few lines to him, saying only that he was “in the service
of the learned men” of the city and “profited from each of them in proportion to his tal-
ent” (406-7). He gives 927/1520-21 as date of his death and quotes two verses. In a note
the editor adds information from Nafisi, Tarikh-i nazm u nathr and Safa, TA (for whom,
see above, fn. 5). The other sources listed by Khayyamptr, Farhang-i sukhanwaran, 1:
661D, date from the nineteenth century onward.

21 Hekmat, Galaxy of Poets, 359, 403. Nawa'l himself does not include ‘Aishi (I con-
sulted his edition at http://kutubxona.com; search Alisher Navoiy under Mualliflar).
The translation is divided into “paradises” (bihisht) the eighth and last of which, divid-
ed in two “gardens” (rauza), contains only material added by the translator Qazwini
himself; ‘Aishi is included in the second and last “garden”, which deals with contempo-
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as he was bald (kachal), and is portrayed as “a jester, facetious and
witty, who often satirized people” (shakhsi hazzal wa maskhara wa
pur hal wa akthar mardum ra hajw minamuda).** Some of his verses
are cited, including a satire on people from Lar using some words in
their dialect, but there is no mention of the ‘Ishrat-nama.

This contemporary information that ‘Aishi was alive in 928/1521 is
probably correct. It provides support for my argument that his Ishrat-
nama stems from the time of the Aq-Quyunlu prince Khalil’s gover-
norship of Shiraz, between 874/1470 and 882/1478, and not from the
time of the Timurid Khalil b. Miran-shah in 812/1409, which would
have made his life span impossibly long.?* Persian authors could be
very precocious, but it is unlikely that this dah-nama was written by
someone younger than, say, fifteen - even then, a fifteen-year-old
in 812/1409 would have been 127 in 928/1521.** It stands to reason
that the Ishrat-nama was written some seventy years later than Blo-
chet’s estimate.

rary poets only. It is to be noted that there is a misprint in the table of contents of this
edition on page 67: a date of 829 instead of 928. The date of 829 resurfaces in Aniisha,
Farhang-nama, 599b.

22 This is paraphrased in Safa (TA, 4: 461), who allegedly has it from Nawa’l but is
actually quoting the adaptation, as mard-i hazzal wa hajw-pisha wa shiikh-tab‘, “a jest-
er, in the habit of writing satires, and witty (or impudent)”.

23 Qazwini gives no information on ‘Aishi’s lifespan; Safa (TA, 4: 461), unsupported,
writes that ‘Aishi “lived a very long life”, which he might have concluded from the date of
Qazwinl’s adaptation. Safa writes also, again without acknowledgement of a source, that
‘Aishilived until the rule of the Timurid sultan Husain-i Baiqara (r. 873-911/1469-1506).

24 Safadiscusses also another poet named ‘Aishi Harawi (TA, 4: 461-62), known from
other biographical collections, with the caveat that the two should not be confused, but
one has the impression that he might have done so himself, as Husain-i Baiqara is one
of ‘Aishi Harawi’s patrons (mamdiuh, ‘praised one’) (a later one was the Safavid shah
Isma‘l, r. 907/1501-930/1524). The year 870/1465-66 is given as his date of birth (tenta-
tively by Dirayati, Fihristagan, 25: 297, and by Shahbaz Iraj, for whom see below), which
would rule out an identification with ‘Aishi Shirazi. Confusion seems inevitable, how-
ever, and although I do not think they are the same person, the possibility cannot be
completely ruled out. This Hafiz ‘Ali b. Nir al-Din Muhammad ‘Aishi Ghuriyani Harawi
was both a calligrapher and a poet. Only five of his poems, of the type qasida-yi masnii‘a
(a qasida in which each verse illustrates a different figure of style) have come down
to us, two of them dedicated to Husain-i Baigara. One, entitled Mumtaz al-badayi‘ and
written in 909/1503-4, has been published by Iraj, in Ganjina-yi Baharistan, 43-67. Iraj
seems to base the date of ‘Aishi Harawi’s birth on Khwandamir, Tarikh-i habib al-siyar,
4:360-61, but it is not found there. Safa’s account is partly based on Sam Mirza’s Tuhfa-
yi Sami, composed in or about 957/1550, 113. Dirayati (Fihristagan, 25: 297-8) lists man-
uscripts of all five poems. The date of the most recent one, dedicated to ‘Alj, is given as
923/1517 by Dirayati and 933/1526-27 by Iraj. On ‘Aishi Harawi, see also Khayyampiir,
Farhang-i sukhanwaran, 1: 661b.
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