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Abstract Through the analysis of two administrative tablets from Kassite Nippur, this paper examines variation in theophoric
elements within personal names - most notably, the alternation between Gula and Ninkarrak in reference to the same individual.
The close parallels in structure, content, and ductus strongly suggest that both tablets were produced by the same scribe. This
observation offers rare and concrete evidence for the ongoing syncretism between these once-distinct healing goddesses during the
Kassite period. Moreover, the study sheds light on scribal practices within the administrative apparatus, highlighting both deliberate
stylistic variation and a rather high level of scribal education.
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Summary 1MUNS50and PBS2/2 106. -2 Gula and Ninkarrak. - 3 The Scribe of MUN 50 and PBS 2/2 106.

1 MUN 50 and PBS 2/2 106

Recent research on the administrative texts from Kassite Nippur has revealed that the tablets published
as MUN 50 (CBS 9254) and PBS 2/2 106 (CBS 3481) not only share similar content and a similar
organization® but actually record the same information regarding amounts of barley that were either
delivered or expected to be delivered by certain individuals at the city-gates of Nippur.

MUN 50 is an almost complete tablet which dates to the 20th year of Kurigalzu II (1. 1). According
to its only partially preserved preamble, it records “barley, late miksu-payment that [...] in/at the city-
gates” (l. 2). The text is organized into two columns: the first lists amounts of barley, while the second
records the names of the individuals responsible for the deliveries, as well as the names of several city-
gates, which are associated with subtotals. PBS 2/2 106 is a four-column text whose date, preamble, and
column-headings are not preserved. Based on their content, however, it is evident that the first three
columns record amounts of cereals that are interrelated: in most rows, the figure in the first column
corresponds to the sum of the figures in the second and third columns (see, e.g., 1. 26); sometimes the
quantities in the first and second columns coincide, and the third column does not contain a quantity
(see, e.g., 1. 27). In her discussion of the miksu, Ellis suggested that “the first column shows assessments
or amounts due, while the second shows amounts paid, and the third either second installments or
amounts still owing”.2 Like the second column of MUN 50, the fourth column of PBS 2/2 106 also records
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1 Asalready noted by Ellis 1976, 156-7.
2 Ellis 1976, 156.
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the names of the individuals responsible for the deliveries as well as the names of several city-gates,
with subtotals. A close comparison of the two texts shows that the information recorded in PBS 2/2 106:
26-35 largely matches that in MUN 50: 3-9, 12-15, 18; it follows that PBS 2/2 106 is a contemporary of
MUN 50 and also deals with the delivery of barley as a late miksu-payment.

Since this discovery allows for improved readings and restorations in both texts, it seems worthwhile
to reproduce here the relevant passages, with new readings set in bold.

MUN 50:1-18

U.E. MU.20.KAM Ku-ri-ga[l-zu
Obv. SENiG.KUD.DA ar-ku-U Sai-na KA.GALY g-Tna' x[

3 10.0.0 m430-eri,-ba bumu "[Hu-na-bil

4 9.0.0 ™[-lu-[u]l-lu, pumu "Su[m-$u-nu]’

5 MININ.IMMA-ki-pi,-Su DUMU ™[

6 PAP 19.0.0 |KA.GAL A

7 8.4.2 ™Ta-qi-sa-2Nin-kar-ra-ak pu[Mu ™LAL-‘UTU]
8 mUI-tu-DINGIR DUMU ™Bi-X[

9 PAP KA.GAL ‘ 4SKU[R]

100 122 mEn-lil-s1G,-iq DUMU "LAL-E.KU[R

11 214 mSES-SUM-Tna-AMAR.UTU! DUMU ™Sa-alh?-
12 PAP3.4.0 |KA.[GAL""“Hi-lu-ni] "Ki.[TA]

Rev. PAP2.0.3 |K[A.GAL"“"“Hi-[]u-niAN.[TA]"

14  PAP4.44 | K[A.GALIG]I.BI SES.UNUGH[.SE]

15  PAP11.4.2 | KA.GA[L] d-ki-t[e]

16 PAP2.3.3 | E"i[M]UNU,™ KA.GA[L

17 EN1.2.15a URU ma-ak-su

18  PAP3.0.0 ‘ KA DUMU™ LU[GAL]

i Sassmannshausen 2001, 244 hypothesized either "G[u or Su[m-; the second option is now supported by parallelism with
PBS 2/2 106: 29, which confirms that Illullu’s patronymic is Sumsunu.

ii Cf.K[A.GAL ]X'-ni-DINGIR[ ]inSassmannshausen2001,244.The PAP at the beginning of the line is presentin
Sassmannshausen’s copy of the tablet, but missing in his transliteration.

PBS2/2106:26-35

26  PAP3.0.0 |1.4.3 1.0.3 KA DUMU™ LUGAL ™TI-SU-“AMAR.UTU

27 11.4.2 11.4.2 a-na LU™® | KA.GAL d-ki-te

28  [10.0.0] 1127.x.X! X.x.47 md30-j-ri-ba-am pumu "Hu-na-bi

29 [9.0.0] 8.4.4 0.0.2 "/l-lu-ul-lu DUMU "Sum-Su-nu ™NIN-SIG,

30 [19.0.0] 0.0.2 KA.GAL A

31 [8.4].121 8.4.2 mTa-qi-Sa-*Gu-la buMu "LAL-UTU MUl-tu-[DINGIR]
32 [8.4.2] KA.GAL YISKUR

33 [ ] KA.GAL ""Hi-lu-ni KI.TA

34 [ X1 KA.GAL AN.TA

35 KA].GAL I[GI]."BI' SE[S.UNUGK.SE]

i Clay’s copy hasfive horizontal signs, suggesting an amount of 5 kor, but collation of the photograph clearly shows that
the correctamountis 8.

2 Gula and Ninkarrak

In addition to contributing a new element to the reconstruction of the documentary chain used by scribes
to track the collection of agricultural revenues, the parallelism between the two texts reveals that the
individual whose name is spelled ™Ta-qi-Sa-Nin-kar-ra-ak in MUN 50: 7 corresponds to the person
identified as ™Ta-qi-sa-Gu-la in PBS 2/2 106: 31. This provides concrete evidence of the syncretism
between the once-distinct healing goddesses Gula and Ninkarrak, with the former gradually absorbing
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the latter’s identity - a process that began in the Old Babylonian period.® Although this phenomenon is
well documented in earlier sources, it is rarely attested in the Middle Babylonian period, making this
case of onomastic variation within a single individual’s name particularly significant.?

In the Middle Babylonian onomastic repertoire, Gula is far more commonly attested than Ninkarrak.
Bartelmus has identified 39 personal names from Nippur which feature Gula as a theophoric element,*®
to which can be added at least 27 names from texts likely originating in Dur-Enlile, and 10 from Ur
[tab. 1]. Conversely, Ninkarrak occurs very rarely in personal names:® to my knowledge, the few known
attestations come from the legend of a seal belonging to the diviner Lusi-ana-ntr-Ninkarrak? and
from the colophon of the Middle Assyrian copies of Ninisina’s Journey to Nippur that were based on
“a Vorlage (GABA.RI) of Nippur and Babylon” written “according to the wording of the written tablet of
IqiSa-Ninkarrak, son of Ninurta-bani”.®

Given the predominance of Gula in both personal names and other textual contexts,? it is possible
that Ninkarrak was retained primarily as a learned Sumerogram used to represent the goddess’s name
in more formal or scholarly contexts. However, since its actual pronunciation as theophoric element in
personal names cannot be determined with certainty, a phonetic rendering is preferred.

3 The Scribe of MUN 50 and PBS 2/2 106

It should be noted that there are also other differences in the spelling of personal names between the
two texts, such as ™*30-eri,-ba in MUN 50: 3 vs. ®430-i-ri-ba-am in PBS 2/2 106: 28, and ™II-lu-[u]l-lu, in
MUN 50: 4 vs. ™[I-lu-ul-lu in PBS 2/2 106: 29. It is worth noting that the old-fashioned spelling ®¢30-i-
ri-ba-am in PBS 2/2 106 is otherwise unique;*® however, for another personal name the same text uses
the more common spelling ™EN-eri,-ba (PBS 2/2 106: 19).

On the other hand, a preliminary palaeographic analysis reveals significant similarities in the ductus:
in addition to the overall appearance of the handwriting on both tablets, the sign shapes in the words
KA.GAL and Ta-qi-Sa are particularly noteworthy [tab. 2].2*

In light of these palaeographic features and the aforementioned connection between the content of
the two texts, it seems quite plausible that MUN 50 and PBS 2/2 106 were written by the same scribe.
The alternating use of Gula and Ninkarrak, along with the different spellings of other personal names,
may therefore reflect his stylistic choices, suggesting a deliberate preference for variation when drafting
his texts. Moreover, the choice of Ninkarrak over Gula in MUN 50 and the archaic spelling ™30-i-ri-ba-
am in PBS 2/2 106 may serve as evidence of a rather high level of education for a scribe working in the
administration.*> However, the possibility that some of these variants could result from the ‘editorial
history’ of the documents should also be considered. In particular, PBS 2/2 106, which is much longer
and more complex than MUN 50, may have been compiled by integrating data from different tablets,
thereby inheriting the varying spellings used in those sources.*?

3 See Westenholz 2010, 385; Sibbing-Plantholt 2022, 115-23.

4 Cf. the alternative writings Puzur-Gula and Puzur-Ninkarrak for the same individual, attested in Old Babylonian documents
from Sippar and Isin (Westenholz 2010, 385-6).

5 Bartelmus 2017, 310.
6 Bartelmus 2017, 311.

7 Known from impressions on several clay sealings found at Nippur, it is catalogued as seal no. 29 in Matthews 1992 and as
no. 163 in Stiehler-Alegria 1996; see also Holscher 1996, 132.

8 KAR 15: 14'-16' and KAR 16: 28'-30' (Wagensonner 2008).
9 See the attestations collected by Bartelmus 2017, 278-310, including examples from royal inscriptions, kudurrus, inscriptions

on votive objects, and seal legends. Gula is also the most commonly attested name of the goddess in administrative texts referring
to her temples (Sassmannshausen 2001, 158-61; van Soldt 2015, 585; Devecchi 2020, 387).

10 See the attestations of Sin-eriba, and cf. also the spellings of other personal names of the type DN-eriba and Eriba-DN in
Hoélscher 1996, 187 and 259 (under riabu/rdabu).

11 These observations are based on photographs and should be confirmed through a more thorough palaeographic analysis of
the original tablets.

12 Cf. Sassmannshausen’s remarks about the scribe who wrote the ration list MUN 112: although he used some rare phonetic
values to write some personal names, in the rest of the tablet he adhered to spellings more frequently attested in the administrative
documents (Sassmannshausen 2002, 213-14).

13 In this respect, note the different pairs of names in MUN 50: 5-6 (Illullu son of Sumsunu, Ninimma-ki(n)-pisu son of ... [...])
and PBS 2/2 106: 29 (Illullu son of Sumsunu, Beltu-mudammiq), suggesting that the two texts did not depend on each other.
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Table1l Personal names with Gula as theophoric elementin Middle Babylonian texts from Nippur (see Hélscher 1996;
Sassmannshausen 2001; Tenney 2011; Bartelmus 2017, 311), Dar-Enlilé’ (see van Soldt 2015; Levavi 2017; Devecchi 2020),
and Ur (see Gurney 1974, 11-15; 1983, 197-9)

Personal name Place

Amil-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé’, Ur
Arad-Gula Nippur

Bana-sa-Gula Dar-Enlile’

Bit’-Gula Dar-Enlile’
Bunna-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé?
Bunni-Gula ur

Emid-ana-Gula Nippur, Ur
Gimil-Gula Nippur

Gula-asat Nippur
Gula-balata-&/1ris Nippur, Dar-Enlilé?
Gula-dininni Dar-Enlile’
Gula-&/iris Nippur, Dar-Enlilé’, Ur
Gula-la-... Nippur
Gula-(m)uballit Nippur
Gula-musallim Nippur

Gula-nasirat Nippur

Gula-pilah Nippur
Gula-rémanni Nippur

Gula-3arrat

Nippur, Dar-Enlilé?

Gula-Semat

ur

Gula-Suma-usur

Dar-Enlile’

Gula-Suma-usarsi

Dar-Enlile?

Gula-Sumu-lisir

Nippur, Dar-Enlilé’, Ur

Gula-zi... (?) Dar-Enlile?
Ibni-Gula Nippur
Iddin-Gula Nippur, Dur-Enlilé’
Igisa-Gula Nippur
Irémsi-Gula Nippur

Iriba-Gula ur

Kidin-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé’
Kunni-Gula Nippur

KUR-Gula Nippur
Libar-Gula Dar-Enlilé’
Ldsi-ana-nar-Gula Dar-Enlile’
Muballitat-Gula Dar-Enlile’
Puzur-Gula Nippur
Qisat-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé?
Raba-3a-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé’, Ur
Rabat-amat’/pi*-Gula Nippur
Rabat-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé?
Rabia-Sa-Gula’ Nippur

Rimat-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé’, Ur
Risat-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé’
Sa-Gula Nippur
Sa-silli-Gula Nippur

Sigli-Gula Nippur
Summak-1a-Gula Dar-Enlilé’
Tab-kidin-Gula Dar-Enlile’
Tab-libbi-Gula Ur

Taqisa-Gula Nippur
Tariba-Gula Nippur, Dur-Enlilé’
Taribti-Gula Dar-Enlile’
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Personal name Place
Tukulti-Gula Nippur, Dar-Enlilé?
Usat-Gula Nippur

Usur-Gula Nippur

Table2 Comparison of the shapes of the sign sequences KA.GAL and "Ta-gi-$a in MUN 50 and PBS 2/2 106

MUN 50 PBS 2/2106
KA.GAL, .6 KA.GAL, |. 30
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