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The Notion of ‘Zhongguo’:
The Life and Thought of Wenzhongzi
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Abstract Wang Tong (584-618) (also known as Wenzhongzi), one of the greatest Confuciansin Chi-
nese history, has always been a controversial figure. Zhongshuo (Doctrines of the Middle Way), is the
only extant text that records his teachings. Focusing on this work, the present paper illuminates the
political philosophy of Wang Tong as shown by his outlook on Zhongguo; furthermore, it contends
that this approach is cultural rather than geographical or ethnological and that it is representative
of classical Confucianism.

Summary 1 LR -2 5. -3 .

Keywords Wang Tong. Master Wenzhongzi. Zhongshuo. Doctrines of the Middle Way.

ERE,  (Big) EREED, N o) 5 (P gt (b —4 oo
T FONE@EITA R SRR, mes TR AT, TR (EEE=1) %N
T (NFEWHIVER =4, BIATT645-649F 2 ) , M5 TIAT T3, 44
) R ANE, ARAE: (Pid) BAEEE, KEMES, (Za) 23X W
WZFRAIFMES. 26 S0P —~BA =0 HEEEAN Gehr) o —
El Rty HA O Cobhr) ) s Bz (o (ga) 2B (Pt &) .
ASCHEIEL Chad) NEEA, e “sch T 2 ER.

1 AT (B:2) RZIBEEAVE, BRAR VI, JERF DI “SHALET” (CUPTAME)) , BATER: 1
JEIRRFR “UBFTE (BR2) 7 =z CCEFSCRONALRED ), XAIERMTE; B SHRERR «“ Gug) | 8 GHF) .
Y A AFE” (CRFUEEE T YIUUD DY), SRR A, AR, RIS FHIE.

2 FHEEL R MU 3 BT ONZD) 258 XL AE, UEZ Tt 7 (10.28) M &L “ETTARL
ALK, fRERUs B SCIM A Chit) o 7 CCREREFARD) ) Btk (hisi iy « « (i) #, T2 A 2 $
W, il PhSURIA 2. 7 QU FIEE) - “ CEED RREHME. 135122 R, WLk . 4LE, &
M P i T ER, 7

3 AEE: “HIEAAA RS AR TEHZR, WK AAIR) - TR P B E CRAK D) &
o7 COEREG 1)) RAn (i) ApERTe 4T Fit,
4 ZHE: CHEAAERMEEAE TEE 2R, MR R ER G B CRAK) £
o7 CEERBE) ) 2 (hist) sPRERTOAT Tt

Sinica venetiana 3
DOI10.14277/6969-095-2/SV-3-3
ISBN [ebook] 978-88-6969-095-2 | ISBN [print] 978-88-6969-098-3 | © 2016 49



Linking Ancient and Contemporary, pp. 49-56

1 ki

(BR22) NEEFAERRER, B5F GLik) . CRiR) (&) « (i) . «
)~ (BEG) NFR. (SRa) BEAK, TR S

R, FEAEATR! BXREERINER, READ T, RIRREAEHEM. Bl
AR, MELERESR. 64 G FHAHEEZND ZidE (AR
N, HEWBRHER R TNE (% WE LT TR ZRH (e
JuR) Tk, HEERHIRZ B8R HEHEA (GHRNUEHEL ZidE (Bek
w) N\, REWECEER. MR Gk BEHR=HETEE) ZRE (BUh
W) N, REEHIWRR. RS (% EHEE ) 2B (255
SO N, RF=AZERRR . MNFE (% WEEXEE) ZBH 4HE
w) G, HEARZERNR. RAATHREERI, BLER. REANZL, &
JeZly, RANZH, WEZE, HETF! (1.1)

FHXERTER: “HBRE o), B, AREw, 515 (2R
XY BN BakE: () . BEHEIL, AR, HE (HRZR) K. B3 (
), HEES, ARIEE, BF (BRR) K7 . #EWRE: “RT2E, SHE

BTV E: R7 . (1.2) B (8:) - N2, SEER-EAgRERT M
159

FHBAZ: “FEZBEAR, LETUAEF? KXZTEEAR, (FF) o ()

ATRAAZET-? 7 (2.33) XE: “Eg: (B) UAFBEEZsE, 2 (Fr) DA

25, & () UrEdbz 5, B (5) BUHEIMZE, 1IELRER 2

K, mimER” . (6.29) BHEFAKE. FRUENEME, JILL o) M (

B B TAIRRE. AR TR Y B . ea) T GEKD
(ug) TEiE, RBEIM . thEcmad, RUGHIER” . (3.25)

SRR

L (o) RTEzAith, HCoe s A2 iR LR AL, LAIHEs
ZHAH, I ua) 2FHd. (8.11)

2. (ug) HIEAF! Biaza, MERURZW. & R2E, TTikEAE, +
RFAREHHE, BAZEM. 7. B B, FeTFEt, UMdE
AR KRz . (5.47)

Tz “1E4”, MIEREZ4Y, LR EZIE.
FEEEE, CPE AT R EZ M, HhEZE. PEZ s, Ty
TMEZR T2 I (GGLid « EH1D) Frg:

PEAR, LR, EREER, AR, KOTER, #oRcsE, AAKE
HHR. MITEIE, MRS, AAKEER. TTEBR, BRKE, AAKRAEH
So JLITEIRK, KMBRE, AAREER.

HhiE 38, WAz I CE S - B D) e AT E:

50 Zhang Pei jKifi. “HE’ 2 3 SCRTISLE 5470



Linking Ancient and Contemporary, pp. 49-56

HEE, WWUERMZEEE, MW HZ RS, WX, X2 P
W, FFPRALUR T, RE el m07 2 Pl e, BRI P AT
SR

B GEF « RIE) BN ERE:
BE: “BONTRE? 7 B “HBCZPTn, B pR, B RME NP E” .

FAKTAT A E 238, WRPOyTHE; A EmATRKZIE, W AR ERE Rk
DAL AT HZAE) ) o RMCTEZOHE, AESEHEZ L, T EAT o EZ
ER

7 H e Z 18 , 1 e A 3 Zz
o (5 e BiEh - SAR) o “WPAL DMER . 7 (EHiE - AIET) LR
N B, sl 5, R 4D, cEts X, s B, e
Sy 5, Szt #H, SCZMith; FE, SCZ AR B, Lz #EWs ik, SO
;e GEAK, X RM. 7 BNl TARGE: CBBT AR, A
BEL7OCQRIE - BMA) O AL T AL A 7 C OV D 2
g RNTIRR, SRED AL . % (e iR - “SLAZEE, FUEE . 7 (
ALig « R - ASGLE, NERR. 72 AT 5 CNET R NER
ez, () Prid:

L (&) Z6fth, JTTRES: ARER, ANER, AHUES. ( (RET) )

2. RMRAL, T (Z) ATFHAR oo Hobh, o (G) 24 Soma,

(B) FHhr. C((R#EL) D

e NET X “hE” . “EANRZT S, BERECUWTPFA
3, DAEECRT” (5« BiEh » Sef) D) ¢ WEES, WpHE “FiE” . E
HWE: “RPEFRIN=A8R, Go&) a/AMF? 7 BlE:  “ENEm 5
11, EANFMERAE. 2WMPURE, MRl AHRF? 7 HGEY, 'Y
Fl: “fPERIMSCAEREF? 7 Bl E . “ 2LV, miliofieth” . (1.8) &
BT, PR R o (e i) o 2k 2EEAWT . ARE
fe: “RZiE, RILHAT. 7 2“2 BihiE CRhziE) , JRED “EIE”
HYHE: “4l#F, NEZRE. 7 CCHT - 4Lie) O JRE: “EAN@ERMZ i
WHzALe 7 CORDER - FMESE ) ) EMME.  “ EEENALFATNG” -
(3.1 XE: “ALHEWZITF? ENPTCRBIT R T . HAAPIEF? Saeh
EF, BRE” o (6.26) FHEARE ALY , B eI EERES, f
A, WPUEBAE” o (8.14) FlBJGE, HrmsE: “RTPAEHRTE, 5
TRZ, W (RE)  CBY L IE (LY« ORY L B Gng) L B (S E, XA
ZKRE, RIZREFER. MRBE, XAEET? () H: “HETHE, XE
i, T IR ESCR T o C U TERD) O BScrEZR, e CSehT s A2
B BT . EEUUKHALE, R EBE, Ty “30R T W

Zhang Pei 5Kii. ‘HE 2 3 ORI 5RO 51



Linking Ancient and Contemporary, pp. 49-56

2 ks

HKERTCEEREIT 2 /L4E (A76290-5894F) , =\EMB LD, PFEA—. 1t
FUONFIRERL, AR “TUWIELSE” 5 SREEREE. MBS E, PNERES, T
VA itz B o EEER B o) st 5T (6.29) , HIFEHE
BGOSR A Zik, JE “Rar” -

L (o) R4, HBoe s A2 iR LR AL, LAIHes

ZAH, I ua) 2FHd. (8.11)
2. &) prawmsE, HUKGZHIHEF? (8.15)

FRPr “Rén” , FERZERmAa, W “RasXS” . “RRAWG” 2K, KL
YNGR

TR (L) RIaH, W, [TARE. s (% ERTFRIE) B “RT2
W, #EMdr SR, () = R ATH, MERJYEE. Bkl BRWL, =74
Heag? 7 FEHZE:  “E, Raask! ” (1.10)

27 JILBER W R ESE S (AJu396-3984) o RUA FEHBECT
Kia#e, gi—Ibdr. “ReapATH, WHGEE” 500 GG« By —1E) 7+
e CORMEME, WEEW . WIRE, RIRGL. e ERMIEA T, MERET & 3k
FRTFR, MERET 7 o X CREED) - “REEME, 505, BRE
Zo U MATIEBNA R G, 2E R . BROEFRT:

Lo BE “fFiE” , 7R “Eflad 2R, AR HRGEAZ G, )
FiE. BRI, EHEAZ A, SR, ERASMFE. HRRIN
iy ZEGFRP? RUREABIE K. WA mSEs, FEAHE KRG, BA
AR . #E B2 qR, AFRME? =+RE, PEELR, RKbmEle, Bz
ME, HmzAh” . (4.12)

2. TH: “MRzZAR, RERZIONT? iz fiE, HFEXZRNT? FE
ZIEAEY, FZ I, 7 (4.13)

3. EWH. ¢ (o) oo, M 7w “RLEETE, EREH? Kt
A%, ERAK, WEAHR. HEkE2E, 2%+T2E, FEEZRR, #
ZAm? 7 (7.10)

Jit

W RFZT IRITREATIE,  OUEL” fRAEBURERR. fLTsElh T CEPMEL, B
W, —ERT, RETASZEG. Efl, BHRPREER. 7 XH: “adf!
WMEHATY 7 CCGRTE < D) ) BT R. M, WAL TZEFHE. B, “RNR
e, ZEGR” . “RMAZRE, ERAR” , EHEZE, RETHEZE. THE
B, ANPEZE; EREE, ARPEZA. G CURETEL, TR
2, AT, KRZANM; CEETRME, AFEH, mRZ A, 2 HEBeT
AR, HZHERTAERS, BETPHE, Hafh. kXhx, KW .
C (T - BETN) O Hdbregdem “#oc” o “HPEmER2S” (10.9) ,
REFL L e

52 Zhang Pei jKifi. “HE’ 2 3 SCRTISLE 5470



Linking Ancient and Contemporary, pp. 49-56

KRR 2, T EBEBZHCHALER. WEKHEHE: “KRHEZ
i, ABEA . MRHWL, REPEERZIARIEZE, SHMKRZR, HELZA
HEFEH? oo PR i) s BTE bz BEW, R T OuRLEE, BT ORAIT
y RARAGILA, BEAGIIR” . C (JRIESIR) D BRI ERL:

(e Gk Bl (ug) O Jiarke. Rgmka (% 208 “BRa” ZiR) b (
. FAvEN B, RIEmPUHHEL:  “FFAL” A4 7IFRIF T
TCAE. BRI = ERLE RS LA RMEHZ, EWH. ( CRT
WREE =1+t « REDUEFET) )

JENXT A B, A RBE LY
CEMO) BRI, PEATEH. R FHalRNE. ((5F) &)
THNERE PR

(D) EmSE, o) sammEhE. ch 22 30m MW, ke
BER? REm RIS, AREr, BEERFREEY, TAHZmATRE. K
RRILNE, WANFL ( (EBBeRIEE= « naiERfE &) )

S YIS

KBET LM, AR -F? HApER R, XEAR, RS ERY
gz hET? (BRI EASD « SREL < A « THELED) )

wm AR, BOLRARE, LHAF; MEEI R “ARAFHLEL, #HHUAE
Hag” 2 feRk “mBnE” (At4AT779) BIBRF T, AN 18 UK X
8, WHEEFNARL. THAZ: . RZE, @ETERER TEPRETH, BA
&M 5 B BR2E, R TNFEE, P EZAR, KMz it. 7 T
DL “HaRT ool eE, BT RMOTE” - B EEEB AL U, AR
A (i) 12#:

L T2, BEBARERE, BEAMAH, B “RERAZE” . (4.16)

2. EMMBAZHE, TH: “SARAERZT? WEET N, Rmrmd? 7 )

fiE: “BazE, @mUFsH” . (7.17)

Pl “HIFFE” B “HIREZ AR, KAt o il s
L KMz BuEEs, —hEzAE. HEARITEAZE! (5.12)
2. FHKMERAL, BAM. KPR, M ARAHK! (10.1)

BrZHHM, s “WEEmMT” , R CREEAZE” ; £HEZH T
B, fn “RMZBUERER, —HhEZAE” , AR “AMTRBAZE” . B
N CUFRY M AR (7.6) o ERZFEERQL. MEEZ O, HIAER
AAEFE, LUK F A LTI AR AR

Zhang Pei 5Kii. ‘HE 2 3 ORI 5RO 53



Linking Ancient and Contemporary, pp. 49-56

1.

BEE: “Tpn, R, (u) FUANMT? 7 FH: “BTZ T
i, IO, BET, KA, SRz LS. . RZPrR,
HET R 0. WIZbr, BHIHARMT? K2, BR. EFR, BT1
Bl il fER” , MARK. HUKEZfE, BTRO0E, H: “HZM
? 7 &) TRAMFOmER” . (5.50)

R CBUR 2RI RBM A, fR? 7 TR CEREF, KR
Eth, LA, RECLEN, WRGZEHESE. iz¥, e, ” 'Y
El:  “BuR 2z, fd? 7 7. “Sim, KHFE, TREFHIRY .
(7.10

AUGE: “EuE () BRBTmALE, fTd? 7 PR IR, PEZ
e, KSR, KFEZIE, LR, mAAT, TAHE. 5%,
2B TRPASHES. LR, Brhe, SEE E R,
Fr B BT, RRBORE, HEHET W, B, FEEZAURUE
T RUER: E RTUEAR, SRZ, MiFth? 7 FH: CRKEX
WZIH, B AREET; REAWEZY, AETEZE, TRAGRIET
Mo #ESE. B BRDUAHEW. HORT, WA FFHEE, B ‘hEZ
LR RAE? 7 Hor, WHETESRES, B P EZEAM. * fU1E
Fl:  “BUndLE. 7 b HizRm e “H)IE 2 EW, EBARUE. B
FEFFR TS, £ BOE T AR, WM, TP
REFrt. WHIAE, MZAM , &Rz 72 ik Goa) s .
(7.13)

(e&e) “RTFzH7 (8.11) , FH#ETHANKPILT, #EELKRINA[AE S
H, it LmAEATICH. &00E, 2 “FEREMmESIR, FUE” (FmX

4

K

OKLAEEN « £H) D), EHBFER “RI0H" (X L) D, A
EW IR “HECh T2, B HERER RFBKZTE, BUE A 3
5o A des], fioalis. Ong) A, sEREL” o (BERRRChT
) ERMAFFE .

CEDEED O SBT3 HEEE (B4) DEANZOLEIZ 2" (

5 FREBNE, oAtk AIUREE N, SEARYI.
6 VEWMJE: (ChTHEERD) , BIERSEITN, 19634, H961T.

54

Zhang Pei jKifi. “HE’ 2 3 SCRTISLE 5470



Linking Ancient and Contemporary, pp. 49-56

3 N

ARG SO, AR, AR ERGY, SREIAME, TR KR
H2BiLLEFT. Flkrmdbe e, IER2mmaan o, KA NREE, ALkt
Ho RRMG XA EENEGE NS, JLFARE 6. WRGIITF A
L FEZmy, BT E, S4%TLEE ON&) , KT, S8
o CGRMRAEARLD) D

2. BRINKT, KREAM-RGREM, WETH, EANZEERHRR, e E
BRMMEZ, Bz, ENZEEFE. B F A S PR LA
B2, ENZEEWE. - iR B, Wb, WELGy gy AR TS

KUHZ CFBE) o C CBmAE—4) )

IRV =REZ MR ANFHEE:
3. BXZPrREH, 3B M. B 3. s B AATZiES, SR HW.
P, L. %fZﬁm (ME: (FIEEIL) D
4. fLHE: “IHFE-BANE. T ATELT, ATEST, HTEChT, b
A ﬁ%%7(ﬁﬁ:<iﬁ%$%»)

BAA SR AR I E AR

Lo HREFEAMTE T 28, BEAE, AR 28 FSCRDGEA
B2, ARTHE, MANEEZE. ZEZE, BEERFSXZR, BEAEA
=72, REZPY, =T2iEH. ( (CERERH) O

KRERFECh “HZZ AR L7 ((ERZEZED) ), RN ZE:
L AMZZTHE, TaZPATHE, MEEBZE, flltaEc Al
B, ARtnffiz s ua TIEmEA T 2 st C (CEREAH) D
2. ARy (4% Rldaf F3) WiDerra, O (. BlskaEk. —f) Frii2RIH
Fio (AR O

RIEVFA I, ISR B S Brrt, MEEEE T2 RMEREEE” CRL - Fifk
F—EJUTHI « BMAN) REESFHFER (% BFEE, KT PO, W
MNMEREZ . KFREM, AUHM KR, R EM; Adfld, Ruschr, W
A7 CCRTFIER) B— =) OFEITHRILTAR:

i sk, THLAREZE, UMHEAERR, MH. 7. . #0F, Tk

7  “EfF” 3#HEIA (self-identification) 5H5K (self-assertion) 2 &. PG AFRNEELE /3 HF T (3
AR « KA CBURIIMBERY , XZEis, g ARIGE, 20044, 5106-10770 , RAF™HEHRZ P, FE
1E[Ao

8 DU HEIRIRSFTES IR A MR FR . IR T AL ALIE R T3 7. GEESCA R TIED
SHBP-TA, WAk I, SZAAR? SO TR, Wl BEE S AL L SIERER 7 CCh ) Rsch T
TE G 2 JRE SEAE AR

9 FILHEIRRA G, RJM%TU BRI AT, AU #TAR, i S, SCh, #iC
25 RNFREEHEE L S 7 ERTERD B T AL,

Zhang Pei 5Kii. ‘HE 2 3 ORI 5RO 55




Linking Ancient and Contemporary, pp. 49-56

R RTFHEZ, BRI S AE.  C (5EMRT) D

FERFILE, RARIE IR KR, MR L, 48 RS - 1E2835) e

GXouE, MIEWEP, FUPHE, 2l SR —1E, R7RES. - JURE
W, SEER. wh R, WEFNSEL, =%, KDL, [t
M, WigNE, T Oy o ) L B L CEEY o D L«
)« ET) . CUh ) W, A EER, e, ME R
i

RN Z ZEAMEN BT, EHIANER NG, SUEH (X EET
HEMRID) « B Gz ) \EE ) — SRR el
Lo Rt RS, WSIERGE, 556 7SS, ShARIAE.  (hi)
TR, LR GRIEY t. CEH: (RRD D
2. WTZJE, DMERRTAE, HE. . Tl selra. R
G O

BOOE A, PU AT AR ) 2 i e ok BAOBR S 2 2 [T a0 b 4
ot £l , SARmmh e H Y LR S, LRI vk, B
W COREAAE, R CCidk « BATHIUE) O o HREAMTAE, =
A R SO, tma Rk O G« REBRD) O . Lz “TThim
wE, i 7 CGRiE - TRA) ) XH: “m AR, WHESCELske ; BE
Kz, Wz o CCFER) ) &R “UiRAE, dR0ikt, JAKED; U
BN, POBmEkt” o C a1 s ALY ) Pril “3CE” , RIASCRH
ZiE, WO E. SLTE: “FUKZAER, AMmERZER” o C GRIE - A D
WcAeEd, 2o CRE” . THER, HURANG: REMmMZ M EEHE, R
ERIE T b, PPN RHALE, RODNEIR, ST 2B !

LFREB, DA “REGFAL” CCRIE BN O, 5EHEXGIE
TR. ME2T, “BYUNL, MEEUARNH” C (E7 - Rig) D,
KA L “TELLR” RE, “IEG7 . “HEST WA UA A,
IR 2 “EE (R ZBRES” mME. EHEATLE, S OWE, B
TRMEmEC. B, EFKBUE TR, MR EHEEZ, Pl “qiEcimEsR
A7 CGLIE « K2 O 5 ARETEE, ABETSRALE, WA & i £ i
Oy SRS W

56 Zhang Pei jKifi. “HE’ 2 3 SCRTISLE 5470



