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On the Derivation of ‘di’ &k from ‘zhe’ &
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Abstract In Chinese linguistic circles, there are different opinions on whether the predecessor
of the structure auxiliary ‘d’JiX (‘de’ 1) is ‘zhe’ % . This essay investigates the decline of ‘zhe’,
and discusses the correspondence between the grammatical functions of ‘zhe’ and ‘di (de)’ and
the overlap between the time of the decline of ‘zhe’ and the rise of ‘di (de)’, as well as the phonetic
relationship between ‘zhe’ and ‘di (de)’. Lastly, the paper discusses our belief that ‘di (de)’ is the new
written form evolved from ‘zhe’.
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