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Excerpts From My Diary

9 a.m., at my hotel room. Departure day. Early this morning I participated
in the kakad arti which was celebrated at 5:15 a.m. I packed all my stuff.
Wrote a reference letter for my wonderful guide Swami Shekhar Rao, as he
had asked me to do, emphasizing his righteousness, reliability, and exempla-
ry conduct. Now I'll go down and have breakfast, pay my dues at the lobby,
and check out. Then I'll go have darshan of all the important sites of Shirdi
one last time and say goodbye to the people of the Sansthan.

11:30 a.m. Said goodbye to the people of the Sansthan and to everyone.
It was a nice farewell. Got some more news on both Sri Narayan Baba
and Basheer Baba. I visited for the last time all the sacred sites of the vil-
lage: the Samadhi Mandir, the Lendi gardens, the Gurusthan, the masjid/
Dvarakamai, the cavadi, the Mariti temple, and the Laksmi temple. I also
went to the samadhi of Lakshmibai Tukaram Shinde and had a brief conver-
sation with her niece. Paid all my bills and dues. I'm now left with three hun-
dred and thirty rupees. I bought another copy of the fundamental Shri Sai
Satcharita, which is the ‘Bible’ for all Sai Baba devotees. Think I have done
all that I was supposed to do. I'll have lunch around noon. My bus leaves
Shirdi at 1 p.m. and the arrival in Bombay is scheduled at 9 p.m. Now I will
go say goodbye to my guide Swami Shekhar Rao and reward him as he de-
serves." Thus ends my stay in holy Shirdi, of which I'll always treasure un-
forgettable memories.

When we said goodbye, Swami Shekhar Rao was so kind that he insisted on offering me a book
which was among his few, most cherished possessions: the Sai Gita (The Song of One, Immortal Life).
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Interviews of the day

In Shirdi, Sansthan headquarters, 9:45 a.m.

Information about Basheer Baba and Sri Narayan Baba furnished by
members of the Shirdi Sansthan.

Basheer Baba died two or three years ago, in 1982 or 1983, we don’t remem-
ber exactly. This is certain, because he was about to make a visit to Shirdi,
coming from Hyderabad, as he often did. He died a few days before his de-
parture. He wasn’t very old; he couldn’t have been more than forty-two or
forty-three years old.

As to Sri Narayan Baba, we can give you this little leaflet that concerns his
yatra® of this year, 1985, his usual yatra, since he does it every year.
These two persons are considered by us of the Sansthan as just devotees
of Shirdi Sai Baba; as men who contribute, with their personalities, to dif-
fuse the teaching, the figure, and the cult of Sai Baba in India and in the
rest of the world.

As to the supposed supernatural contacts or medium relationship between
them and Shirdi Baba, or even of an avataric relationship of Basheer Baba
with Sai Baba, we don’t wish to talk about it. We maintain silence, that’s all.

In Shirdi, Lakshmibai Tukaram Shinde’s house, 10:30 a.m.

Brief conversation with the niece of Lakshmibai Tukaram Shinde, custodian of
the house in which Lakshmibai lived. The house has been turned into a small
temple dedicated to Lakshmibai, with photos of Baba and portraits of her.
Lakshmibai came from the village of Yeola, in the Nasik District of Maharashtra.

T Lakshmibai died on a Thursday, around 7 p.m.

Lakshmibai’s niece:
She died in 1963. Every day Lakshmibai celebrated here, in her house,
puja and arti to Baba.

T She went daily to the masjid and cleaned and swept it. Sometimes she

served food to Baba. Lakshmibai stayed with Baba for more than twen-

ty-five years. When Baba took samadhi he gave her nine rupees. First

he gave her five, then another four. Each coin has a meaning.

What is the significance of this gift of nine rupees to Lakshmibai?

A I don’t know the significance of the gift of the nine rupees. I am only
her niece. [she shows me the coins].

T Lakshmibai’s body is buried here. Her samadhi is right in front of the
house.

I Thank you.

o

Pilgrimage.

These nine coins are believed to represent the nine forms of devotion (navarngani); see Rigo-
poulos, The Life and Teachings of Sai Baba of Shirdi, 274-84.
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—OM SAI RAM —

ANNUAL SHIRDI
YATRA-1985

Sat. the 16th Nov. 19856
to
Tuesday the 19th Nov. 1985

SRI BHAGAWATI SAI SAMSTHEN (REGD.)

H. Q. Flot No. 400/1, Panvel 410 206. Dist. Raigad.
Maharashtra. India Tel. 3331

CENTRES IN INDIA :- Kurla, Chembur, Thane, Khar, Bombay-
Central and New Delhi.

CENTRES ABROAD :- Las Vegas - U. S. A., New Yerk, London
and Dubai.

The ‘ANNUAL SHIRDI YATRA' olglaiudbvlln Samsthan
has been scheduled for the 16th b to Tuesday
the 19th N 1985. An for nine special
buses are made by tlu samalhan for th- yatra for the conve-
nient of
|oining the yatra lhonid uiu thair nm 10 their respective
of the § han on or before Sunday the
20th Dcanb« alonu wml o deposit of As. 100/- per head,
ion in-the special buses after this

date would no@ be entartained.
The deposit of Rs. 100/- includes the charges of (a) The
bus fare to and fro Shirdi. (b) Accommodation at Shirdi, {c)
Morming tea at 3.00 a.m., (d) offering of Naivedya/Prasad in
the temple and (e) Poor-feeding.
THE ORIGINATING AREA AND DEPARTURE TIME OF
THE SPECIAL BUSES.

Bus Oviginating Area AreajBus Manager Tal. Dep.
o, Ne Time
. Panve A0 Samstian i Rembies Gids 3337 B 008
A hane, Frem Nsgar Soc, T U Navan L A8 a.m.
El -Do- Sri Prakash Bhavnani 501354 615 & m,
a. {Ex Nefuu Nagar L -
Kurla Stn. East) Sii 0. R. Pulhun se 1221 B.95a.m,
&, -De- Sri Kanayalal 681795 6.16 a.m,

Chandwani

"'ﬁ. Eﬁomsur Maum-p.-m smt Tiyal Ba1 o,
Sri G vam G. 3.!0] m,
—_— S30am.

"~ Khar, Un
Road, Mear Tel, m:m
& Patamanand !humnr Sri Sham Lal Ahuja  F46860 6.15 a.m.
~Do- Sti Parmanand B46EG0 6.15 a.m
Kewaleamani

Figure 83
The depliant of Sri Narayan Baba’s
annual pilgrimage to Shirdi

Figure 84 Thebookon SaiBaba gifted to me by Swami Shekhar Rao
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